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(57) ABSTRACT

An integrated battery control system incorporates a battery
management system and a power control system to reliably
and safely provide power to vehicles and other mobile
devices. The integrated power control system incorporates
safety features to protect the batteries from dropping below a
threshold voltage or being overcharged, and from operating
the vehicle when it is coupled with an AC power supply. An
integrated power control system may be contained in a con-
trol enclosure having a computing device, battery power
input, an AC power input, a power output switch, a power
output, a key-switch interface and a shunt to measure current
flow. The power control system regulates electrical power
delivery to a drive motor and a pre-charge resistor as a func-
tion of the battery state of charge. When a battery unit is below
a threshold value, power delivery is disabled to the drive
motor and a pre-charge resistor.

20 Claims, 29 Drawing Sheets
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1
INTEGRATED BATTERY CONTROL SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation in part of U.S. patent
application no. U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/077,136,
filed on Mar. 31, 2011, entitled Battery Management System
and currently pending; the entirety of which is incorporated
by reference herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an integrated battery con-
trol system and particularly to an integrated battery control
system for vehicles and other mobile devices. An exemplary
integrated battery control system incorporates a battery man-
agement system and a power control system within a single
control enclosure.

BACKGROUND

Electric vehicles including golf carts, automobiles, and the
like, employ batteries, such as lithium batteries, that can
become damaged if discharged to too low of a voltage or
overcharged to too high of a voltage. Charging batteries typi-
cally involves a separate battery charger. This charger may be
connected to the batteries via a power inlet and a plug
attached to a cable which, in turn, is connected to the charger.
A wall electrical outlet may provide a source for battery
charging. Many people may forget that their vehicle is
plugged in and proceed to start the vehicle and drive off;
therein damaging the vehicle charging components and/or the
outlet. In addition, anyone near the vehicle as the charger cord
is ripped from the wall or the vehicle could be injured.

Lithium ion batteries require special controls in many
applications as they require monitoring of their state of charge
to ensure that they are not operated below a threshold voltage
value and/or are not over charged. Lithium batteries can be
irreversibly damaged if operated below a threshold voltage
value. Lithium batteries may lose their ability to be fully
charged if they are operated below a threshold voltage for too
long. A plurality of lithium batteries would be required to
generate the voltage needed for most vehicles and therefore a
plurality of lithium batteries may need to be connected in
series. When a plurality of batteries are coupled together, it is
important to keep the level of charge of each battery within a
range of the other batteries to prevent damage and to get
maximum capacity.

As shown in FIG. 1, lithium batteries have a non-linear
discharge profile, with a relatively flat discharge region up to
about 80% discharged. Therefore, a small change in voltage
can mean a large difference in the state of charge, unlike a lead
acid battery that has a relatively linear drop in voltage as the
battery is discharged. The state of charge of a lead acid bat-
tery, and therefore the amount of power remaining, is more
easily monitored by a battery monitoring system by simply
measuring the voltage of the lead acid battery. The amount of
power remaining in a lithium battery system is more difficult
to monitor and predict however by simply measuring voltage.
It would therefore be more difficult to determine the available
power remaining in a lithium battery unit by simply measur-
ing the voltage.

Current charging systems are configured to charge a bat-
tery pack to a predetermined voltage. However, the individual
batteries within a battery pack may not be charged to the same
level, and the discrepancy between the batteries state of
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charge levels can cause capacity to be limited. The battery
pack capacity is limited to the capacity of the lowest battery
unit. Additionally, when a battery has a lower state-of-charge
level, as the battery discharges, it may discharge to a level
resulting in permanent loss of charging capacity.

Current battery management systems obtain data about
individual batteries in a battery unit. The systems reserve
addresses for communication with battery unit sensors and/or
battery units. When sensors transmit data about battery units
to the management system, the sensors include the address of
the battery unit. Such a system may require significant
amounts or resources and complex arrangements for connect-
ing the components of the system.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention is directed to an integrated battery control
system that is particularly useful for vehicles and other
mobile devices, and incorporates a battery management sys-
tem and a power control system. The integrated battery con-
trol system incorporates safety features to protect the batter-
ies and ensure proper charging and operation of a battery
powered device, such as a vehicle, with respect to the batter-
ies. In an exemplary embodiment, the integrated battery con-
trol system incorporates a battery management system as
described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/077,136,
entitled Battery Management System and incorporated herein
by reference. In other exemplary embodiments, the integrated
battery control system incorporates components of an unin-
terrupted battery power supply system as described in U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 14/225,251, entitled Uninter-
rupted Lithium Battery Power Supply System and incorpo-
rated, in its entirety, by reference herein. In an exemplary
embodiment, the integrated battery control system comprises
a control enclosure having a computing device that receives
input from the battery unit monitoring module or modules, a
control system computing device, a battery power input, an
AC power input, a power output switch, a power output, a
key-switch interface and a shunt to measure the current flow-
ing through the batteries. An exemplary integrated battery
control system may be configured in a single control enclo-
sure having attachments or ports for the inputs/outputs to
simplify installation and maintenance.

In an exemplary embodiment, a battery management sys-
tem measures the state of charge of the battery units. The
power control system regulates electrical power delivery to a
drive motor and a motor speed controller. The motor speed
controller provides power to the motor and comprises a
capacitor to ensure a stable power delivery to the motor. The
power control system will charge this capacitor through a
pre-charge resistor before power is delivered to the motor. In
addition, the power control system regulates power delivery
to the motor and motor speed controller as a function of the
state of charge of the battery supply. If a battery unit is below
a threshold value, the power control system will not allow
power deliver to either the drive motor or the pre-charge
resistor. In another exemplary embodiment, the power control
system receives input from an AC power connection sensor
that detects if an AC power source is coupled with the vehicle,
such as an electrical plug being plugged into a wall outlet.
When the AC power connection sensor detects that AC power
is coupled to the battery powered device, the power control
system will disabled power to the drive motors or motors,
thereby preventing the vehicle form driving oft when plugged
in. One or more power output switches may be controlled by
the power control system to enable and disable power deliv-
ery. The power control system is coupled with the key-switch
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of the vehicle and, based on the status of the batteries, may
disable power delivery even if the key-switch is activated.

An exemplary integrated battery control system comprises
an AC power connection sensor that detects when the AC
power input is coupled with an AC power supply. An AC
power connection sensor may measure an electrical input
from an AC power source or charging unit, or it may detect a
physical connection of the charger, such as a switch on a
charger port or plug for the charging cord. For example, a golf
cart may be plugged into an electrical wall outlet for the
purpose of charging the batteries of the golf cart. A physical
sensor may detect when an AC power supply plug is con-
nected with the AC power input of the integrated battery
control system. A switch may be triggered when a coupling
plug is attached to a port on the vehicle or to the AC power
input of the control enclosure. The power control system may
disable power delivery to the drive motors and/or a pre-charge
resistor when the AC power connection sensor detects that AC
power input is coupled. An AC power connection sensor may
also be an electrical sensor that detects electrical voltage,
resistance or current from the AC power supply source.

An exemplary power control system determines if there are
fault conditions before enabling power delivery output. A
fault condition may be detection of an AC power supply
coupling or detection that a battery is below a threshold value
or above a threshold value, for example. A power control
system may disable power delivery completely to any output
or disable power to one or more output locations, such as a
drive motor and/or a pre-charge resistor.

In an exemplary embodiment, a battery unit is monitored
by a battery management system that is coupled to battery
unit monitoring modules through any suitable means. The
battery management system, or a portion thereof, may be
configured in a control housing of the integrated battery con-
trol system. Wires may couple the battery management sys-
tem with the battery unit monitoring modules. In another
embodiment, the battery unit monitoring modules communi-
cate battery data wirelessly to the battery management sys-
tem, such as described in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
14/657,248, entitled Wireless Battery Management System,
to Yuan Dao, et al.; the entirety of which is incorporated by
reference herein. The battery management system may be
configured to monitor the voltage and/or temperature of each
battery in the battery unit or pack. A battery management
system can include battery unit monitoring modules for
obtaining data about battery units in a battery pack. A
switched capacitor battery unit monitoring module, as
described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/657,972,
entitled Switched Capacitor Battery Unit Monitoring System,
to Yuan Dao, et al.; the entirety of which is incorporated by
reference herein, may be incorporated into the integrated
battery management system, as described herein.

In an exemplary embodiment, a battery management sys-
tem uses a relay method for retrieving battery data. A com-
puting device can obtain the data by sending a data request to
the first monitoring module. The first monitoring module
obtains and transmits data about its connected battery unit to
the computing device and sends a data request to the second
monitoring module. The second monitoring module obtains
and transmits data about its connected battery to the comput-
ing device and sends a data request to the next monitoring
module. Each successive monitoring module performs the
same steps until all the monitoring modules have sent data
about their connected battery units to the computing device.
This relay method, or daisy-chain communication method
allows a computing device to receive data from all of the
battery unit monitoring modules with a single data request.
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The sequence of receipt of the data is correlated by the com-
puting device to the specific battery unit from which is was
received. This greatly simplifies monitoring of the batteries
and greatly simplifies and reduces wiring requirements. Thus,
the computing device needs solely a single data request port
and single input data port to obtain the data for a battery pack.

In one aspect, the present disclosure describes a battery
management system. The battery management system
includes a computing device with an output data request port
and an input data port. The battery management system also
includes first and second battery unit monitoring modules,
each battery unit monitoring module may be coupled to the
input data port of the computing device through a single
physical connection, or from a single wireless transmitter. In
response to a data request from the output data request port of
the computing device, the first battery unit monitoring mod-
ule transmits data of the first battery unit to the input data port
of the computing device, and transmits a data request to the
second battery unit monitoring module. In response to the
data request from the first battery unit monitoring module, the
second battery unit monitoring module transmits data of the
second battery unit to the input data port of the computing
device through a common connection of the first battery unit
monitoring module. The computing device can include an
analog-to-digital converter that measures a voltage across the
first and second battery units. The computing device can
include an analog-to-digital converter that measures a current
flowing in the first and second battery units.

The first battery unit monitoring module can connect to a
first battery unit in a battery pack of an electric vehicle. The
battery management system can also include wiring connect-
ing the computing device to the battery unit monitoring mod-
ules. Because the battery units in a battery pack can be wired
in series, the physical locations of the positive and negative
terminals arranged in an alternating fashion, the second bat-
tery unit monitoring module is oriented in an opposite direc-
tion from the first battery unit monitoring module. The first
battery unit monitoring module can include an analog-to-
digital converter. The analog-to-digital converter can mea-
sure a voltage of the first battery unit. The first battery unit
monitoring module can include a temperature monitoring
device that measures a temperature of the first battery unit.
The temperature can be expressed as a voltage which is
applied to an input of the analog-to-digital converter. Data of
the first battery unit can be a voltage and a temperature of the
first battery unit. Data of the second battery unit can be a
voltage and a temperature of the second battery unit.

In an exemplary embodiment, the computing device of the
battery management system can automatically initiate collec-
tion of data from the battery unit monitoring modules. In one
embodiment, a computing device will send a data request to
the first battery unit monitoring module after the computing
device has not received data on the input data port for a
predetermined period of time. Since data is automatically sent
sequentially to the input data port from the battery unit moni-
toring modules until the last battery unit monitoring module
sends data, the extended delay in receiving data is a signal to
the computing device to re-initiate collection of data. The
predetermined period of time may be any suitable amount of
time, such as 20 ms, 40 ms, 50 ms, and the like.

The computing device can output an alarm when an error
condition is detected. The error condition can be a high volt-
age condition, a low voltage condition, a high current condi-
tion, a high temperature condition, or a connection fault con-
dition. The computing device can shut off a battery charger
when the computing device detects a high voltage condition
across the first and second battery units. The computing
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device can shut off a motor controller when the computing
device detects a low voltage condition across the first and
second battery units. The battery management system can
include a monitor, such as a video monitor, that displays the
data of the first and second battery units. The battery man-
agement system can include a connection fault detector that
detects a connection between a node at a zero voltage refer-
ence level and the first and second battery units. The battery
management system can include one or more battery unit
balancing systems, each system balancing charge in a battery
unit.

In another aspect, the present disclosure describes a battery
management system with a computing device and first and
second battery unit monitoring modules. The computing
device includes a first output data request port and an input
data port. The first battery unit monitoring module includes a
first input data request port connected to the output data
request port of the computing device, a first output data port
connected to the input data port of the computing device, and
a second output data request port. The second battery unit
monitoring module includes a second input data request port
connected to the second output data request port of the first
battery unit monitoring module, and a second output data port
connected to the input data port of the computing device.

In another aspect, the present disclosure describes a
method of managing a battery. The method includes trans-
mitting, by a computing device, a first data request to a first
battery unit monitoring module. The method also includes
transmitting, by the first battery unit monitoring module, data
of a first battery unit to an input data port of the computing
device in response to the first data request. The method also
includes transmitting, by the first battery unit monitoring
module, a second data request to a second battery unit moni-
toring module. The method also includes transmitting, by the
second battery unit monitoring module, data of a second
battery unit to the input data port of the computing device in
response to the second data request

A power control system, as described herein, may com-
prises a plurality of lithium batteries. Any suitable number of
batteries may be configured in a battery unit or battery pack
including, but not limited to, two or more, three or more, four
or more, siX or more, ten or more, twenty or more and any
range between and including the quantities provided. Power
is drawn from a battery pack and a battery pack may comprise
any number of battery units. A battery unit comprises two or
more lithium batteries that may be configured in series or in
parallel. In an exemplary embodiment a battery pack com-
prises two battery units, each battery unit comprising four
lithium batteries in series. Each lithium battery may be main-
tained in a stand-by condition, or charge of approximately
3.375 volts, for example, to ensure an output voltage of 3.0
volts per battery on average when the battery pack is required
for back-up power. This battery pack, having a ready voltage
of 27 volts, may be used in an power control system that is
configured to provide a 24V output, for example. The power
output regulator, of this example power control system, may
regulate the power delivered to any suitable voltage, such as
24V, thereby ensuring a constant and steady power supply.

A lithium battery, as used herein, comprises lithium metal
or lithium compounds in the anode. Lithium batteries have a
very high charge density or long life, and can operate at
temperature extremes. The lifetime of a lithium battery may
be as much as ten times greater than a lead-acid battery. In
addition, lead-acid batteries have a somewhat limited effec-
tive operating temperature range. Lithium batteries can pro-
duce voltages from 1.5 to 3.7V.
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The power control system is configured to monitor and
control the supply of output power. An exemplary power
control system comprise a battery power input and an AC
power input, whereby leads from a battery pack and an AC
power supply can be connected, respectively. An exemplary
power control system may also comprise an AC power supply
sensor that is configured to monitor the incoming AC power.
A power output switch may be controlled by a computing
device that monitors the system by receiving input data and
utilizing control programs for operating the system.

Output power may be delivered by the battery pack until a
low voltage threshold is reached by a battery unit, or indi-
vidual battery within the battery pack, or when the battery
pack drops below a threshold voltage. The power control
system may provide an alert that the battery power is
approaching a low threshold value. An operator of the vehicle
may return to a charging station and couple the vehicle with
an AC power supply. The battery pack may then begin to be
charged back to a full voltage state.

An exemplary power control system may also comprise a
power output connector, such as a plug, whereby an external
device requiring an electrical power supply can be connected.
Any number of power output connectors may be configured
on a power control system, such as one, two, three, five, more
than five and the like.

A battery monitoring module is coupled to each of the
batteries for direct monitoring of battery status data, such as
voltage and in some cases temperature of the battery, and may
a thermistor. A battery monitoring module may comprise a
voltage dividing network for the purpose of measuring the
battery voltage. A battery monitoring module may comprise
an analog-to-digital converter that measures a voltage of said
batteries. In an exemplary embodiment, a battery monitoring
module is connected between a positive and negative terminal
of'a battery and is physically located on the battery. A module
connector may couple a first battery monitoring module to a
second battery monitoring module. In embodiments with a
larger number of individual batteries in a battery unit, a plu-
rality of module connectors may be configured in a daisy-
chain from one battery to the next.

In an exemplary embodiment, an integrated battery control
system comprises a wireless battery management system, as
described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/657,248, to
Yuan Dao, etal. A physical cable may be coupled between the
battery monitoring module and the battery data input for the
transfer of data and requests. In an alternative embodiment, a
wireless transmitter may transmit a request for data or send
data, and a wireless receiver may be configured for receipt of
this information. A wireless transmission system for receiv-
ing battery data from a battery unit monitor module is
described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/225,251,
filed on Mar. 25, 2014, entitled Uninterrupted Lithium Bat-
tery Power Supply System; the entirety of which is incorpo-
rated by reference herein. A wireless transmitter may be
coupled with the computing device and may send a request
for battery monitoring module data. A wireless receiver
coupled with a first battery monitoring module may receive
this request and may then send data about the first battery
and/or battery unit to the battery data input through a wireless
transmitter. Again, a wireless signal receiver may be coupled
with the battery data input to provide this data to the comput-
ing device. Any suitable configuration of wireless receivers
and transmitters may be used to reduce the number of physi-
cal connections between a battery pack and a power control
system. A battery data input may be coupled to a battery
monitoring module through a cable or wirelessly. A battery
data input may comprise a wireless signal receiver that is
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configured to receive a wireless signal having battery unit
parameter data. A wireless signal generator may be coupled
with a battery monitoring module. Likewise, a data request
output may comprise a wireless signal that is received by a
wireless signal receiver of a battery monitoring module.

An exemplary battery management system, as described
herein, comprises a battery data input coupled with said bat-
tery monitoring modules, and computing device coupled with
a data request output, and the data input. In an exemplary
embodiment, a battery management system comprises a
charging circuit coupled with the batteries or battery units to
provide a charging current from said AC power input when a
voltage of one of said batteries or battery units drops below a
threshold value. A threshold value may be input during instil-
lation by an operator of the system or at the manufacturer
prior to delivery and may be stored by the computing device.
A threshold value may be 3.2V or more, 3.3V or more, 3.4V
or more, 3.5V or more and any value between and including
the threshold values provided.

A power control system, as described herein, may com-
prise a battery balancing system as described in U.S. Pat. No.
8,732,482 entitled Battery Unit Balancing System, to Dr.
Dao, which is hereby incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety.

In an exemplary embodiment, a power control system com-
prises a program to determine the state of charge of'a battery
unit or battery, or the amount of available charge remaining.
The calculation takes into account the battery unit or pack
voltage prior to the utilization of battery power as the output
power. The program utilizes input related to the power being
drawn by the powered device, such as current, voltage and
time, and calculates the total power usurped from the battery
pack. The program can then calculate the discharge percent of
the battery pack, as depicted in FIG. 1. A power control
system may calculate the time remaining before the battery
pack is discharged 80% and may send an alert via a data
transmission system of the remaining time before shut-down.
A power control system may shut-down the battery pack if a
discharge level of 80% or more is reached, for example, in an
effort to protect the system and prevent damage to the battery
pack.

A power control system, as described herein, may be con-
figured, or programmed, to send a signal via a data transmis-
sion system to an external device. For example, a phone call,
text message, email alert, or any other suitable signal, such as
a signal configured to be received by a monitoring station,
may be sent when an error, limit value or emergency level
value is detected. For example, a battery monitoring module
may measure and monitor temperature of individual batteries
and may detect a temperature above a threshold or emergency
limit set in the computing device. When the computing device
receives this data, a signal may be sent via the data transmis-
sion system regarding the over-temperature condition. The
power control system may be configured to send a special
signal in the event of any out of limit condition detected
including, a high voltage condition, low voltage condition,
high current condition, low current condition, high tempera-
ture condition, loss of AC power, loss of output power or a
connection fault condition. A power control system, as
described herein, may be configured to shut off battery charg-
ing when the computing device detects a high voltage condi-
tion on a battery or battery unit. In another embodiment, a
power control system, as described herein, may be configured
to discontinue power draw from a battery unit in the event of
a low voltage condition.

The summary of the invention is provided as a general
introduction to some of the embodiments of the invention,
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and is not intended to be limiting. Additional example
embodiments including variations and alternative configura-
tions of the invention are provided.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings are included to provide a
further understanding of the invention and are incorporated
in, and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principles of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary discharge profile for a lithium
battery.

FIG. 2 shows a top-down view of an exemplary battery
pack with battery monitoring modules configured thereon.

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a battery management system connected to a
battery pack.

FIG. 4 shows a block diagram depicting an exemplary
arrangement of battery unit monitoring modules of the bat-
tery management system with respect to the battery units of
the battery pack.

FIG. 5 shows a block diagram depicting connections
within the battery management system between the comput-
ing device and the battery unit monitoring modules.

FIG. 6 shows a diagram depicting connections between
battery unit monitoring modules.

FIG. 7 shows a hybrid block and circuit diagram depicting
an exemplary battery unit monitoring module.

FIG. 8 shows a circuit diagram of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a battery unit monitoring module.

FIG. 9 shows a circuit diagram of an exemplary embodi-
ment of the interface for a computing device.

FIG. 10 shows a block diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of the computing device of the battery manage-
ment system.

FIG. 11 shows a block diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of the alarm output system of the computing
device.

FIG. 12 shows a circuit diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of the alarm output system of the computing
device.

FIG. 13 shows a block diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of the connection fault detection system of the
computing device.

FIG. 14 shows a circuit diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of the connection fault detection system of the
computing device.

FIG. 15 shows a circuit diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of the pack voltage and pack current input sys-
tems of the computing device.

FIG. 16 shows a circuit diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of the processor of the computing device.

FIG. 17 shows a circuit diagram depicting an isolated
power supply to power the circuits of FIG. 15.

FIG. 18 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a battery
unit balancing system.

FIGS. 19 and 20 are circuit diagrams of embodiments of
battery unit balancing systems.

FIG. 21 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a plurality
of’battery unit balancing systems for balancing a battery pack.
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FIG. 22 shows a black and white photograph of an exem-
plary integrated battery control system configured within an
enclosure having a battery power input connection and a
power output connection.

FIG. 23 shows a diagram of an exemplary control enclo-
sure of an integrated battery control system having a plurality
of inputs and outputs.

FIG. 24 shows a black and white photograph of exemplary
integrated battery control system components including a
shunt and control electronics.

FIG. 25 shows a black and white photograph of exemplary
integrated battery control system including a control enclo-
sure and a control board having a microprocessor.

FIG. 26 shows an exemplary schematic of an integrated
battery control system for a golf cart.

FIG. 27 shows an exemplary block diagram of an exem-
plary power control system.

FIG. 28 shows an exemplary charger power sensor circuit.

FIG. 29 shows an exemplary integrated battery control
system in an electric golf cart.

Corresponding reference characters indicate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several views of the figures. The
figures represent an illustration of some of the embodiments
of'the present invention and are not to be construed as limiting
the scope of the invention in any manner. Further, the figures
are not necessarily to scale, some features may be exagger-
ated to show details of particular components. Therefore,
specific structural and functional details disclosed herein are
notto be interpreted as limiting, but merely as a representative
basis for teaching one skilled in the art to variously employ
the present invention.

As used herein, the terms “comprises,” “comprising,”
“includes,” “including,” “has,” “having” or any other varia-
tion thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive inclusion.
For example, a process, method, article, or apparatus that
comprises a list of elements is not necessarily limited to only
those elements but may include other elements not expressly
listed or inherent to such process, method, article, or appara-
tus. Also, use of “a” or “an” are employed to describe ele-
ments and components described herein. This is done merely
for convenience and to give a general sense of the scope of the
invention. This description should be read to include one or at
least one and the singular also includes the plural unless it is
obvious that it is meant otherwise.

In cases where the present specification and a document
incorporated by reference include conflicting and/or incon-
sistent disclosure, the present specification shall control. If
two or more documents incorporated by reference include
conflicting and/or inconsistent disclosure with respect to each
other, then the document having the later effective date shall
control.

Certain exemplary embodiments of the present invention
are described herein and illustrated in the accompanying fig-
ures. The embodiments described are only for purposes of
illustrating the present invention and should not be inter-
preted as limiting the scope of the invention. Other embodi-
ments of the invention, and certain modifications, combina-
tions and improvements of the described embodiments, will
occur to those skilled in the art and all such alternate embodi-
ments, combinations, modifications, improvements are
within the scope of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 1, a lithium battery has a non-linear
discharge profile. The discharge rate from approximately 5%
to 80% of full charge is substantially linear but has a very
small slope. Therefore, it is difficult to estimate the state of
charge of a battery, or battery unit by measuring the voltage.
Small variations in voltage may result in erroneous estimates
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of the state of charge. As described herein, a power control
system may calculate the time remaining before a battery
pack should be shut down when being used as the output
power supply. The power control system and specifically the
computing device may initiate battery shut down if a calcu-
lated value of 80% discharged or more is reached.

As shown in FIG. 2, an exemplary battery pack 12 com-
prises two battery units 20 and 20", each having four indi-
vidual lithium batteries 21. The batteries are all connected in
series by jumpers 27. A jumper 27' connects the first battery
unit 20 with the second battery unit 20'. Battery monitoring
modules 30 are configured between the positive 28 and nega-
tive 29 terminals of the batteries. A battery monitoring mod-
ule may comprise a voltage sensor 34 and/or a temperature
sensor 36. A circuit 87 on a module 30 may be configured to
determine the voltage state of a battery. Module connectors
32 connect battery monitoring modules in a daisy-chain con-
figuration. Module connector 32' couples a battery monitor-
ing module from the first battery unit to a battery monitoring
module on the second battery unit. A battery power cable 26
is configured to provide power to the power control system. A
battery module data cable 61 is configured to couple with a
battery data input, as shown in FIG. 2.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a block diagram of an exemplary
embodiment of a battery management system 16 connected to
a battery pack 12 is shown and described. The battery man-
agement system includes battery unit monitoring modules 30
(e.g., sense boards), a computing device 52, and a display 53
(e.g. a monitor such as an LCD monitor or a monitor incor-
porated into another device, such as a DVD player). The
computing device 52 can measure voltage and/or current for
the entire battery pack and output the data to the display 53. In
various embodiments, the computing device can determine
the state of charge of the battery pack 12 by measuring the
amount of current that flows in or out of the battery pack. The
battery pack can integrate the amount of current to determine
the state of charge. In some embodiments, when the battery
pack reaches a minimum, predetermined voltage, the com-
puting device can set the pack’s state of charge to about 0%.
When the battery pack reaches a maximum, predetermined
voltage, the computing device can set the state of charge to
about 100%.

In some embodiments, the battery pack 12 may include a
plurality of battery units 20 (e.g., battery cells). Each battery
unit may include a battery cell or a plurality of battery cells.
The battery pack can connect to an external load or powered
device 54, such as a motor for an electric vehicle. Each battery
unit monitoring modules of the management system can con-
nect to a battery unit. A monitoring module can obtain data,
such as voltage and/or temperature, for the battery unit con-
nected to the module. The monitoring modules can transmit
the data to the computing device, which can output the data to
the display.

In some embodiments, the computing device 52 may be
configured to operate with a predetermined, fixed number of
battery unit monitoring modules 30. In some embodiments,
the computing device may be configured to scan the modules
to determine the number of modules present. The computing
device can scan the battery unit monitoring modules to deter-
mine the number of monitoring modules in the system. For
example, in some embodiments, the computing device can
output a scan signal to the first monitoring module. In
response, the monitoring module can return battery unit volt-
age and temperature data to the computing device and can
output a scan signal to a successive monitoring module. In
some embodiments, the monitoring module can also return
battery unit voltage and temperature data to the computing
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device, and can output a scan signal to the next module. Thus,
the computing device can count the number of monitoring
modules by the number of voltage and temperature data pack-
ets received. Further, the computing device can number a
monitoring module and/or battery unit based on the module’s
or unit’s position in the order of scan signals received. In
some embodiments, a user can configure the computing
device to set the number of monitoring modules or to instruct
the device to scan the modules and obtain the number of
modules itself.

The computing device can detect error conditions for indi-
vidual battery units and/or the entire battery pack. Exemplary
error conditions can include conditions such as high voltage
conditions, low voltage conditions, high current conditions,
and high temperature condition. Another exemplary error can
be a connection fault condition, e.g., a connection between at
least one battery unit and a contact point with a zero-voltage
reference level, such as a chassis of an electric vehicle.

When an error is detected, the computing device can ini-
tiate a measure based on the error condition. For example, if
the computing device detects a high voltage condition for the
entire battery pack, the computing device can inactivate a
device that charges the pack (not shown). In another example,
if the computing device detects a first low voltage condition,
the computing device 52 can output a low voltage warning to
the display. If the battery pack’s voltage drops further, trig-
gering a second low voltage condition, the device can inacti-
vate a load connected to the battery pack, such as a motor
controller of an electric vehicle.

Referring now to FIG. 4, a block diagram of an exemplary
arrangement of battery unit monitoring modules 30 and bat-
tery units 20 in a pack 12 is shown and described. In this
embodiment, the monitoring modules are connected to the
battery units, which are connected in series. Each monitoring
module can be connected to a single battery unit. The battery
unit can supply the connected monitoring module with power
for performing its operations.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram depicting connections within the
battery management system 16 between the computing
device 52 and the battery unit monitoring modules 30. The
computing device includes an output data request port (also
referred to herein as an “enable output”) and an input data
port. Each monitoring module includes an output data port, an
input data request port (also referred to herein as an “enable
input”), and an output data request port. Each monitoring
module’s output data port is connected in parallel to the
computing device’s input data port.

The computing device’s output data request port is con-
nected to the first one of the battery unit monitoring module’s
30q input data request port. The monitoring module’s 30a
output data request port is connected to the input data request
port of the successive monitoring module 305. In turn, the
monitoring module’s 305 output data request is connected to
the input data request port of the next monitoring module 30c.
The remaining monitoring modules are connected in the same
manner. The communications of the computing device 52 and
battery unit monitoring modules described herein are trans-
mitted from and received at these ports, as would be under-
stood by one of ordinary skill in the art. Further, in various
embodiments, the computing device and monitoring modules
include voltage and ground connections such that the com-
puting device can provide power (e.g., 12V) and ground to the
monitoring modules.

In operation, to obtain data about the battery units 20, the
computing device sends a data request signal (also referred to
herein as an “enable signal” or an “enable pulse”) to the first
battery unit monitoring module 30q. In response, the moni-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

toring module 30a transmits data about a connected battery
unit 20a to the computing device. After the module 30a fin-
ishes transmitting data, the module 30a sends a data request
signal to the second battery unit monitoring module 304. In
response, the monitoring module 305 transmits data about a
connected battery unit 205 to the computing device. After the
module 305 finishes transmitting data, the module 305 sends
a data request signal to the third battery unit monitoring
module 30c, and the process continues for the rest of the
monitoring modules.

Using this communication system, the computing device
can match data with a battery unit according to the order in
which the device receives data. Thus, the first set of data can
be matched to the first battery unit 20a, the second set of data
to the second unit 205, and so forth. In this manner, the
computing device uses few ports for obtaining data and
matching the data to battery units. In some embodiments,
such a battery management system may eliminate the needs
for dedicated addressing ports, addressing switches, and/or
jumpers.

When the computing device does not receive data from a
battery unit 195 for at least a predetermined period of time
(e.g., 20 ms, although other times may be used), the comput-
ing device can conclude that data collection for the battery
unit 20 has been completed. The computing device can obtain
another set of data by transmitting another data request to the
first battery unit monitoring module 30a, thereby restarting
the data collection process. In some embodiments, the com-
puting device can collect data about the battery units as often
as needed or programmed, e.g., several times per second.

In some embodiments, the computing device can first com-
pare the number of data received with the number of moni-
toring modules. If the numbers match, the computing device
can determine all the monitoring modules are operational and
continue obtaining data about the battery units. If the numbers
do not match, the computing device can conclude that at least
one monitoring module and/or battery unit is not operational.
The computing device can generate and output an error mes-
sage to the display. Since the modules transmit data to the
computing device in sequential order, the computing device
can identify the non-operational module or unit according to
the number of data received. In this manner, the computing
device can inform a user of physical locations of faults in the
monitoring modules or battery pack, allowing the user to
troubleshoot problems.

Regarding the individual monitoring modules, in some
embodiments, a module can measure data for a connected
battery unit upon receiving a data request signal. In some
embodiments, a module can measure and store data in a
buffer. Then, when the module receives the data request sig-
nal, the module may access the buffer and may transfer the
data stored therein to the computing device.

The monitoring module can transmit the data to the com-
puting device in a human readable form. The monitoring
modules can transmit the data via an asynchronous serial
protocol, such as protocols used for RS-232 or USB connec-
tions. The monitoring modules can transmit the data at any
rate and with any number of start and/or stop bits. For
example, a module can transmit at 9600 Baud with 1 start bit
and 1 stop bit.

Referring now to FIG. 6, a diagram depicting connections
between battery unit monitoring modules 30 is shown and
described. In some embodiments, wiring 400 (e.g., ribbon
cable, 4-wire round shape harnesses) can be used to connect
the monitoring modules to one another. In some embodi-
ments, for each monitoring module, the output data port can
be located in the center of a module’s interface. In some
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embodiments, the input data request port and the output data
request port can be symmetrically located on opposite sides
of the output data port. By orienting each battery unit moni-
toring module in an opposite direction from adjacent modules
30, wiring 400 can connect the output data request portof one
module to the input data request port of the successive mod-
ule. Due to the orientation of the ports, the wiring 400 need
not be twisted or folded. Further, the wiring 400 can connect
all the output data ports to the input data port of the computing
device 52. When a monitoring module transmits data for its
connected battery unit 20, the data can be sent across each
portion of wiring 400 connecting the monitoring modules 30
before the data arrives at the computing device.

FIG. 7 is a hybrid block and circuit diagram depicting an
exemplary battery unit monitoring module 30. The monitor-
ing module includes terminals 502 and 503, a microprocessor
505, a reverse connection protection system 510, a battery
unit balancing system 515, a voltage regulator 520, resistors
525, 526 for sampling a battery unit’s voltage, and a tempera-
ture monitoring device 527 (e.g., a thermistor) for sampling a
battery unit’s temperature. The monitoring module 30 also
includes a receiver 540 for receiving a data request signal
from a computing device 110 comprising a microprocessor
505, a driver 541 for transmitting data of the connected bat-
tery unit to the computing device 110, and a driver 542 for
transmitting a data request signal to another monitoring mod-
ule.

A battery unit 20 connects to the monitoring module 30 at
terminals 502 and 503. Thus, the battery unit applies its
voltage to the reverse connection protection system 510. If the
voltage is sufficiently high, the protection system 510 con-
ducts and applies the voltage to the voltage regulator 520,
resistors 525, 526, temperature monitoring device 527, and
balancer 515. If the battery unit is improperly connected to
the terminals 502, 503 (e.g., with incorrect polarity), the
reverse connection protection system 510 does not conduct,
thereby protecting the module from potentially damaging
voltages.

When the protection system 510 conducts, the voltage
regulator 520 can draw upon the battery unit’s voltage to
supply a stable voltage (e.g., 2V) for the monitoring module.
In particular, this voltage can power the microprocessor 505.
The microprocessor 505 can obtain the battery unit’s voltage
via resistors 525 and 526 and/or the temperature via tempera-
ture monitoring device 527. In some embodiments, the micro-
processor 505 can sample the values on the resistors 525,526
and temperature monitoring device 527 to obtain the voltage
and temperature. The microprocessor 505 can store the values
in an internal memory.

In some embodiments, when the receiver 540 receives a
data request signal, the receiver 540 transmits the signal to the
microprocessor 505. In response, the microprocessor 505
obtains the voltage and temperature of the battery unit, either
by measuring the values on the resistors 525, 526 and tem-
perature monitoring device 527 or by accessing stored values
in an internal memory. The microprocessor 505 transmits the
values to the driver 541, which drives the values back to the
computing device via, for example, asynchronous serial
ASCII communication. At substantially the same time, the
microprocessor 505 can generate and output a data request
signal to the driver 542. The driver 542 drives the data request
signal to the next monitoring module for obtaining data about
its connected battery unit.

Referring now to FIG. 8, a circuit diagram of an exemplary
embodiment of a battery unit monitoring module is shown
and described. In this embodiment, the terminals 602, 603
correspond to the terminals 502, 503 of FIG. 12. The protec-
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tion system 606 can be a metal-oxide-semiconductor field
effect transistor (MOSFET) 605, such as a p-type MOSFET.
Terminals of the battery unit can connect to both the source
and base of the MOSFET 605. When the battery unit’s volt-
age is sufficiently high, the voltage activates the MOSFET
605. As the MOSFET 605 conducts, the battery unit applies
its voltage to the voltage regulator 610. If the battery unit’s
voltage is insufficiently high, or its polarity is reversed, the
MOSFET 605 does not conduct, thereby protecting the mod-
ule from potentially damaging voltages. In this manner, the
MOSFET 605 can operate as a low voltage drop diode 606.

The voltage regulator 610 can be an integrated circuit (e.g.,
a [LP2951) which can use a transistor 611, an operational
amplifier 612, and two resistors 614, 615 to regulate a voltage.
Resistors 616, 617 can divide the output of the voltage regu-
lator 610 to, for example, 2V. The divided voltage can be fed
back to the error amplifier 612, and the regulator 610 can
adjust the output accordingly. In this manner, the voltage
regulator 610 can output a substantially constant voltage. The
capacitor 618 can filter the divided voltage before supplying
the voltage to a microprocessor 620. Further, a power supply
can power a clock generator (with capacitors 623, 624,
ceramic resonator 625, resistor 626, and buffers 627, 628) to
generate a clock signal. The clock signal can be provided to
the microprocessor 620 for its operations.

The battery unit can connect, via the terminals 602, 603, to
resistors 629, 630. A thermistor 631 may be connected to the
output of the voltage regulator 610. A node between the
resistors 629, 630 and a node adjacent to the thermistor 631
can connect to input ports of the microprocessor 620, which
in turn can connect to an internal analog-to-digital converter
(also referred to herein as A/D converter). One of the inputs to
the internal A/D converter can sample the voltage between the
resistors 629, 630 to determine the voltage of the battery unit.
Another input to the internal A/D converter can sample the
temperature of the battery unit 195, expressed as a voltage,
via the thermistor 631. The microprocessor 620 can store the
voltage and temperature in an internal memory. In some
embodiments, the microprocessor 620 connects to separate
A/D converters that sample the voltage and temperature.

The microprocessor 620 can receive a data request signal
via the receiver 640 (e.g., an optocoupler). In response, the
microprocessor 620 can obtain the voltage and temperature of
the battery unit and transmit the values to the driver 641,
which drives the values back to the computing device. At
substantially the same time, the microprocessor 620 can gen-
erate and output a data request signal. The data request signal
can connect to the base of a transistor 650. When the signal
turns on the transistor, a current flows through the driver 642
to output another data request signal to the next monitoring
module.

FIG. 9 is a circuit diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
an interface 700 for the computing device. The interface 700
can be used by the computing device for communicating with
to battery unit monitoring modules. The computing device
can apply a data request signal to the gate of a transistor 705,
such as a metal-oxide-semiconductor field-effect transistor
(MOSFET). In response, the transistor 705 conducts and
current flows from the voltage source 710 through the resis-
tors 715, 716. The voltage that develops at the node between
the resistors 715, 716 activates the transistor 720. As a result,
current flows from the voltage source 710 through the tran-
sistor 720 and resistor 721 to output a data request signal (e.g.,
a logic high signal) for the first battery unit monitoring mod-
ule.

The circuit can receive a data signal (e.g., as 12V signal)
through the TX pins on a connector. Resistors 725, 726 can
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divide the data signal, and the Zener diode 730 can clamp the
data signal to a voltage substantially equal to the voltage
supplied to the battery unit monitoring module’s micropro-
cessor (e.g.,3.3V). An inverter 735, such as a Schmitt Trigger
inverter, can eliminate noise and sharpen the rise and fall
times of the divided and/or clamped data signal before pass-
ing the data signal to the microprocessor of the computing
device.

In various embodiments, the interface 700 can be located
on the same board as the other components of the computing
device. In some embodiments, the communication interface
can be isolated from those other components.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of the computing device of the battery manage-
ment system. The computing device can include a central
processing unit (CPU. e.g. 8-core processor) 905 and a
memory 910 (e.g., electrically erasable programmable read-
only memory, or EEPROM serial memory) that stores a pro-
gram with executable instructions. The program can be
loaded into the memory 910 from an external device con-
nected via, for example, the bus interface 965 or a USB cable.
The CPU 905 can load and execute instructions from the
memory 910 to perform its operations. The program may
include configuration data, such as the predetermined number
of battery unit monitoring modules in the system or the
threshold battery unit voltage or temperature that would trig-
ger an error condition. In some embodiments, the program
may obtain the configuration data from values input by a user
of the system 100.

The computing device can use an analog-to-digital (A/D)
converter 915 to measure the voltage of a battery pack. The
A/D converter 915 can sample the voltage to obtain a value.
The computing device can use an analog-to-digital (A/D)
converter 916 to measure the current of the battery pack. In
some embodiments, the A/D converter 916 is connected to a
shunt, which in turn is connected to a terminal of the battery
pack and a terminal of the external load 198. The shunt can be
a resistor that develops a voltage drop proportional to the
battery pack’s current (e.g., 0.0001 Ohms developing a volt-
age drop of 0.1 mV/A). An amplifier 917 can amplify the
value of the current before the A/D converter 916 samples the
current. The A/D converters 915, 916 can direct the battery
pack voltage and current to an isolation barrier 920 controlled
by a signal from a connection fault detector 925. In some
embodiments, the A/D converters 915, 916 are on the same
board as the CPU 905, isolated, and/or both.

The connection fault detector 925 can signal the presence
of a connection between a battery unit and a zero-voltage
reference level. For example, the zero-voltage reference level
can be the battery pack’s enclosure or chassis, and the con-
nection between a battery unit and the chassis would repre-
sent a hazard to service personnel. When one or more battery
units 195 within the battery pack contacts a point at the
zero-voltage reference level, the contact can cause current to
flow from the battery unit. The connection fault detector 925
detects the connection and outputs a signal to the CPU 905
which will display a warning indicating this connection on the
display device.

The CPU 905 can connect to the battery unit monitoring
modules to obtain data about the individual battery units, as
described inreference to FIGS. 5-7. The CPU 905 can process
data about the individual battery units 195 and/or battery pack
190 to create a composite video signal. A digital-to-analog
(D/A) converter 930 (e.g., a 3-bit converter) can produce the
composite video signal from digital to analog format so the
signal can be displayed on a display.
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Ifthe CPU 905 detects an error condition, the CPU 905 can
transmit an error signal to an alarm output system 940. The
system 940 can be used to control a component and/or device
that responds to the error signal (e.g., a charger that stops
charging the battery pack 190, or a motor controller of an
electric vehicle that stops discharging the battery).

The computing device can include power supplies 960 (not
shown on FIG. 10). The power supplies 960 supply voltages
to components of the battery management system 100. In
some embodiments, a power supply 960 can include an inter-
nal voltage regulator to provide a constant voltage. The power
supplies 960 can be isolated from the other components of the
computing device to prevent damage to the device.

The computing device can include an interface 965, such as
a controller area network (CAN) interface. The interface can
include ports, such as parallel port pins. The computing
device can connect to external devices via an interface (not
shown). For example, the device can connect to another com-
puting device to receive a program to be stored in the memory
910.

The computing device can include a port 970 for receiving
a page select signal. A page can correspond to a format for
displaying data about a battery unit 195 within the battery
pack 190. For example, one page can display the data for the
entire pack 190. Another page can display the voltages and
temperatures of eight, twenty, or any other number of battery
units 195. Successive pages can display the same information
for adjacent sets of battery units 195. The computing device
can receive the page select signal from a switch mounted in a
dashboard in an electric vehicle, for example (not shown). In
response, the computing device can output the selected page
containing battery pack data to a display.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of the alarm output system 940 of the computing
device. The alarm output system 940 receives an error signal
from the computing device. The alarm output system 940
outputs a binary signal according to the error signal. If the
error signal corresponds to an off signal, the system 940
allows current to flow to a ground reference, thereby output-
ting a logic low signal (e.g., OV). If the error signal corre-
sponds to an on signal, the system 940 allows current to flow
from a voltage source, such as 12V. In some embodiments, the
system 940 does not allow current to flow until the error signal
lasts at least 30 seconds. In this manner, the system 940 turns
on or off external devices according to the persistent presence
of an error.

FIG. 12 is a circuit diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of the alarm output system 940 of the computing
device. The alarm output system 940 includes a voltage
source 1101, two resistors 1103, 1104, four transistors (e.g.,
metal-oxide-semiconductor field-effect transistors or MOS-
FETs) 1105, 1106, 1107, 1108 configured to form an H
bridge, and two transistors 1120, 1121 that operate the alarm
output system 940. Transistors 1105, 1108 can be of opposite
polarity from transistors 1106, 1107. The alarm output sys-
tem 940 can apply one or more received error signals to the
transistors 1120, 1121 and output one or more command
signals corresponding to the error signals at terminals 1130,
1131.

In operation, an error signal can be applied to transistor
1120 and/or transistor 1121. If the computing device detects
a low voltage condition, it can apply an error signal to tran-
sistor 120. As transistor 1120 conducts, the voltage applied to
the gates of transistors 1107, 1108 by the voltage source 1101
drops. The voltage differential between the source and gate of
transistor 1107 decreases to turn the transistor 1107 off. The
voltage differential between the source and gate of transistor
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1108 increases to turn the transistor 1108 on. As transistor
1108 conducts, current flows from the voltage source 1101
through the transistor 1108 to the output terminal 1130. The
voltage that develops on the output terminal 1130 can be used
to shut off a motor controller, by way of example.

If the computing device detects a high voltage condition, a
high current condition, or a high temperature condition, the
device can apply an error signal to transistor 1121. As tran-
sistor 1121 conducts, the voltage applied to the gates of tran-
sistors 1105, 1106 by the voltage source 1101 drops. The
voltage differential between the source and gate of transistor
1106 decreases to turn the transistor 1107 off. The voltage
differential between the source and gate of transistor 1108
increases to turn the transistor 1105 on. As transistor 1105
conducts, current flows from the voltage source 1101 through
the transistor 1105 to the output terminal 1131. The voltage
that develops on the output terminal 1130 can be used to shut
off a battery charger or turn on a fan, by way of example.

FIG. 13 is a circuit diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of the connection fault detection system of the
computing device. The connection fault detection system
includes an optocoupler 1205 with a light emitting diode
1210 and a transistor 1215, such as a phototransistor. One
terminal of the light emitting diode 1210 connects to ground
(also referred to herein as “a node at a ground zero reference
level”), such as a chassis of an electric vehicle. The other
terminal of the light emitting diode 1210 connects to a current
sink 1220. One terminal of the transistor 1215 connects to a
voltage source 1225. The other terminal connects to a node
corresponding to the output 1228 of the optocoupler 1205
(also referred to herein as the “output node”). This node
connects to a resistor 1230 that also connects to a ground zero
reference level, which can be electrically isolated from the
battery pack 190. The current sink 1220 connects to the nega-
tive terminal of a voltage source 1235. The positive terminal
of the voltage source 1235 connects to the negative terminal
of at least one battery unit 195 of the battery pack 190.

In operation, when none of the terminals of the battery
units 195 connect to ground, current does not flow through the
light emitting diode 1210 of the optocoupler 1205. The light
emitting diode 1210 does not activate the transistor 1215, and
the transistor 1215 does not conduct. Because the node 1228
corresponding to the optocoupler’s 1205 output is discon-
nected from the voltage source 1225, any charge at the node
drains through the resistor 1230 to ground. In this manner, the
optocoupler 1205 outputs a logic low signal, such as 0V,
indicating that a connection fault has not been detected.

When a positive terminal of a battery unit 195 does connect
to a zero-voltage reference level, current flows through the
light emitting diode 1210 to the current sink 1220. The cur-
rent activates the transistor 1215 so the transistor 1215 con-
ducts. Current flows from the voltage source 1225, building
charge at the output node 1228. Thus, the optocoupler 1205
outputs a logic high signal indicating that a connection fault
has been detected. The logic high signal can be applied to
CPU 905, which can output a message to the display device
warning an operator of the battery unit management system of
a potentially hazardous connection fault.

The voltage sources 1225, 1235 can have any voltage. For
example, voltage source 1225 can provide 3.3V. Voltage
source 1235 can provide 5.0V. The current sink 1220 can limit
the current flowing through itself and the light emitting diode
1210 to any current, such as a minimum safe level of current.
For example, the current sink 1220 can limit the current to 2
mA. The current sink 1220 can operate over a range of volt-
ages of the battery pack 190, such as the voltages between the
battery pack’s 190 positive and negative terminals. In some
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embodiments, this range can be from about 5V to about S00V.
In some embodiments, the current sink 1220 can operate at
voltages that exceed the voltage at the positive terminal of the
battery pack 190.

FIG. 14 is another circuit diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of the connection fault detection system of the
computing device. This embodiment includes all the compo-
nents described in reference to FIG. 13. In addition, in this
embodiment, the current sink 1220 includes a voltage source
1305, a first resistor 1310, a first transistor 1315, a second
transistor 1320, and a second resistor 1325. The voltage
source 1305 connects to one terminal of the first resistor 1310.
The other terminal of the first resistor 1310 connects to the
gate of the first transistor 1315 and the emitter of the second
transistor 1320. The source of the first transistor 1315 con-
nects to the optocoupler 1205. The drain of the first transistor
1315 connects to the base of the second transistor 1320 and
one terminal of the second resistor 1325. The other terminal
of the second resistor 1325 connects to the collector of the
second transistor 1315 and the negative terminal of the volt-
age source 1235.

In operation, current flows from the voltage source 1305
through the first resistor 1310 to activate the first transistor
1315 such that the first transistor 1315 conducts. When a
terminal of a battery unit 195 connects to ground, current
flows through the optocoupler 1205, the first transistor 1315,
and the second resistor 1325. The voltage that develops across
the second resistor 1325 activates the second transistor 1320.
As the second transistor conducts 1320, current is diverted
from the gate of the first transistor 1315. The transistors 1315,
1320 and resistors 1310, 1325 reach equilibrium such that a
constant current flows through the first transistor 1315.

The transistor 1315 can be any type of transistor, such as a
metal-oxide-semiconductor field-effect transistor (MOS-
FET), an insulated gate bipolar transistor (IGBT), or a NPN
transistor. In some embodiments, a 2N3904-type transistor is
used for the second transistor 1320.

FIG. 15 is a circuit diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of the pack voltage and pack current input sys-
tems of the computing device. The battery pack 190 can
connect to the systems at terminals 1401, 1402. Resistors
1405, 1406, 1407, 1408, 1409, 1410 can divide the battery
pack 190 voltage from 500V to 2V, by way of example. A
capacitor 1411 can filter the divided voltage, and an A/D
converter 1415 can sample the voltage. The A/D converter
1415 can transmit the voltage to a processor of the computing
device 110, such as CPU 905. Optocouplers 1420, 1421, 1422
can create an isolated communication interface between the
A/D converter 1415 and the processor.

The voltage drop across a shunt can be input at terminal
1430. The operational amplifier 1435, resistors 1436, 1437,
and capacitors 1438, 1439, 1440 can form an amplifier to
amplify the voltage drop. Because the amplifier has a fixed
gain, such as 80, the amplified voltage may exceed the capac-
ity of the A/D converter 1445 that samples the voltage. Thus,
resistors 1447, 1448 can form a voltage divider that divides
the amplified voltage to a level the A/D converter 1445 can
process. The A/D converter 1445 can sample the voltage and
transmit the voltage to the processor, which can calculate the
battery pack 190 current based on the value of the shunt. The
A/D converter 1445 can use the same communication inter-
face as the A/D converter 1415 to transmit its sampled volt-
age.

FIG. 16 is a circuit diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment 1500 of the central processing unit 905 of the
computing device 110. Resistors 1501-1519, capacitors
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1520-1527, Zener diodes 1530-1532, and inverters 1535-
1537 condition the inputs and outputs for the central process-
ing unit 1550.

FIG. 17 is a circuit diagram 1700 depicting an exemplary
embodiment of another power supply that can be used with
the battery management system 100. The power supply 1700
can be an isolated power supply. Components 1701-1708 can
operate as an oscillator that produces 40 KHz. The trans-
former with windings 1709-1711 can transfer energy pro-
duced by the oscillator to components 1712-1721, which can
operate as positive and negative half-wave rectifiers and a
shunt regulator. The rectifiers and shunt regulator can operate
to produce a substantially constant output voltage.

Referring now to FIG. 18, a block diagram of an embodi-
ment of a battery unit balancing system 19 is shown and
described. The battery unit balancing system 19 can include a
pair of terminals 95a and 955 (collectively 88). The battery
unit balancing system 19 can include an output device 105
and a discharging circuit 98. The discharging circuit can
include a voltage dividing circuit 109, a comparator circuit 99
with its own output device 91 and shunt regulator 114 (e.g., a
programmable Zener diode, a TLV431 manufactured by
Texas Instruments, Inc. of Dallas. Tex.), and a current source
115 each connected in parallel to the terminals. The voltage
dividing circuit 109 can connect to the current source 115 via
the comparator circuit 99.

In operation, the terminals 88 of the battery unit balancing
system 19 can be connected to a battery unit. When the battery
unit is connected to the terminals with the incorrect polarity,
no current flows. When the battery unit is connected correctly,
current flows from one terminal 954 to the other 955 through
the output device 105, powering the output device (e.g., a
light emitting diode or LED) to emit light. In this manner, the
output device can indicate to a user of the battery unit balanc-
ing system that the battery unit has been correctly connected
to the system and the system is receiving power.

The voltage dividing circuit 109 can generate a partial
voltage based on the voltage of the battery unit and provide
the partial voltage to the comparator circuit 99. When the
voltage of the battery unit exceeds a predetermined threshold,
the comparator circuit can be automatically activated to con-
duct current from the battery unit. The current can power the
output device 91 of the comparator circuit to emit light. Thus,
the output device can indicate that the discharging circuit 98
has been activated.

Further, from the current, the comparator circuit 99 can
generate a programmable voltage that activates the current
source circuit 115. The current source can draw a constant
discharging current from the battery unit. As the current
source draws current, the voltage of the battery unit falls.
When the voltage falls below the predetermined threshold,
the comparator circuit 99 deactivates and the current source
ceases to draw current from the battery unit, leaving the
battery unit with the desired voltage.

Referring now to FIG. 19, a circuit diagram of an embodi-
ment of a battery unit balancing system 200 is shown and
described. The battery unit balancing system includes a pair
of'terminals 954 and 955 (collectively, 95) that can connect to
a battery unit. The system includes an output device 105' (in
this embodiment, a green LED) connected in series with a
resistor 205 and another diode 210. When the voltage of the
battery unit exceeds the on-voltages of the LED 105" and the
diode 210, the LED and diode 210 conduct. Current flows
through the LED, and the LED emits light to indicate to a user
that the battery unit has been connected correctly to the sys-
tem 200.
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The voltage dividing circuit 109' generates a predeter-
mined voltage at the node (also referred to herein as the “node
voltage”) between the first resistor 215 and the second resistor
220 to activate the shunt regulator 114 and consequently, the
current source 115. The resistances of the first resistor 215
and the second resistor 220 determine the value of the node
voltage according to the following equation:

V node=V battery unit*R2/(R1+R2)

The resistors 215 and 220 can be variable resistors with
adjustable resistances. The resistors can be programmed to
generate any voltage from the voltage of the battery unit. In
some embodiments, the resistors 215 and 220 can have fixed
resistances. In this embodiment, the first resistor 215 has a
resistance of 20,000 Ohms and the second resistor 220 has a
resistance of 10.000 Ohms. Thus, the node voltage is ¥4 the
voltage of the battery unit connected to the terminals 102.

When the voltage of the battery unit is below a predeter-
mined threshold (e.g., about 3.7 V), the voltage dividing
circuit 109' generates a node voltage below the on-voltage
(e.g., about 1.2 V) of the shunt regulator 114. Under these
circumstances, the shunt regulator 114 does not conduct.
However, when the voltage of the battery unit equals or
exceeds the predetermined threshold, the node voltage
applied to the shunt regulator 114 activates the shunt regulator
114. Upon activation, current flows from the battery unit
through the third resistor 225, the red LED 112', and the shunt
regulator 114. The current powers the red LE) 112', which
emits light and indicates to a user that the discharge circuit
107 has been activated, the entire outer perimeter of the
dashed boxes.

Further, current flowing through the comparator circuit
(e.g., from the base of the first transistor 250 through the
fourth, current limiting resistor 240) can activate the current
source 115. The current can flow through the fourth resistor
240 (e.g., out of the base of'the first transistor 250), to form a
voltage on the base of the first transistor 250, thereby begin-
ning to turn on the first transistor 250 Once the first transistor
250 conducts, current can flow from the first terminal 95a of
the battery unit through the fifth resistor 265, the sixth resistor
270, and the first transistor 250 to the second terminal 9556 of
the battery unit.

As current flows through the fifth 265 and sixth resistors
270 (e.g., out of the base of the second transistor 255), a
voltage can form on the base of the second transistor 255. The
voltage on the second transistor 255 rises, and the second
transistor 255 begins to turn on. When the second transistor
255 conducts, the second transistor 255 draws current from
the base of the first transistor 250 and starves the base for
current. In this manner, the first transistor 250 and the second
transistor 255 interact to form an equilibrium so that a sub-
stantially stable current flows from one terminal 95a to the
other 956 through the fifth 265 and sixth resistors 270,
thereby dissipating power. The current can continue to flow
independent of the voltage of the battery unit. In some
embodiments, the discharging current is about 0.5% of the
ampere-hour rate of the battery unit. In many embodiments,
the discharging current is selected from 0.22 A, 0.33 A, 0.5 A,
089 Aorl.11A.

As the current source 115' draws current from the battery
unit, the voltage of the battery unit falls. The node voltage of
the voltage dividing circuit 109' falls in tandem. When the
node voltage falls below the predetermined threshold of the
shunt regulator 1114, the shunt regulator ceases to conduct.
Current stops flowing through the red LED 96 and the red
LED turns off, thereby indicating to the user that the discharg-
ing circuit 107" is no longer activated. Consequently, current
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stops flowing to the base of'the first transistor 250. In turn, the
first transistor 250 stops conducting and thus shuts off the
current source 115. In this manner, the discharging circuit 98
automatically deactivates once the battery unit reaches the
predetermined threshold voltage.

Referring now to FIG. 20, a circuit diagram of another
embodiment of a battery unit balancing system 300 is shown
and described. The battery unit balancing system 300 dupli-
cates the terminals 95a and 955, output device, voltage divid-
ing circuit, the comparator circuit, and current source of the
battery unit balancing system 200 of FIG. 19. In addition, the
battery unit balancing system 300 includes a second current
source. The second current source duplicates the components
of'the first current source and operates according to the same
principles. Since each current source draws the same amount
of current, adding current sources to the discharging circuit
creates a balancing system 300 that drains the battery unit at
a faster rate. In this manner, the battery unit balancing system
300 can balance a battery unit is a shorter amount of time.
Although the system 300 includes two current sources, addi-
tional current sources can be added as desired by one of
ordinary skill in the art.

Referring now to FIG. 21, a block diagram of an embodi-
ment of a plurality of battery unit balancing systems for
balancing a battery pack is shown and described. A battery
pack balancing system 400 includes a plurality of battery unit
balancing systems, each system being autonomous from one
another. Each battery unit balancing system can connect to a
battery unit 402 in a battery pack 405. Each balancing system
can balance its corresponding battery unit 402. The balancing
systems can balance the battery units 402 to a substantially
equal, or the same voltage level. Thus, the battery pack bal-
ancing system 400 can obtain a battery pack whose battery
units 402 exhibit substantially the same state of charge level.

FIG. 22 shows an exemplary integrated battery control
system 800 in a single control enclosure 820. A battery power
input connecter 840 and a power output connecter 850
extends from the outer housing 822. The integrated battery
control system provides a simplified connection and control
system that can be quickly and easily installed into a vehicle.
A battery pack can be coupled to the battery power input 840,
a power connector can be coupled between the power output
connector 850 and a motor controller. In some cases a con-
nector from the battery unit monitoring module(s) can be
coupled to the data input port 880. The integrated battery
control system 800 has a number of other inputs/outputs
including, a key-switch input 842 and output 852, a pre-
charge output, an over voltage ouput 810, a modbus interface
814, a meter interface 816, battery charger inputs or termi-
nals. 866, 866' and a charger connector sensor input 860.

As shown in FIG. 23, an exemplary control enclosure 820
has a plurality of inputs and outputs that are part of the
integrated battery control system 800. An interlock sensor
input 869 is configured to determine if a battery charger is
coupled with the electric vehicle. An interlock sensor may be
a physical switch, or charger connector sensor 356 that is
activated when a charger plug 352 is coupled with the electric
vehicle 360, as shown in FI1G. 29. An interlock sensor may be
a charger power sensor 870, such as a charger power sensor
circuit 872 that can determine if a charger plug is connected
by measuring an electrical factor associated with the charger
port or battery charger inputs 866. As shown in FIG. 23 a
charger connector sensor input 860 is configured as a separate
input to the battery charger input 866. In an exemplary
embodiment, a charger connector sensor comprises a circuit
that is physically opened when a charger plug is coupled with
a charging port and this open circuit disables power delivery
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to the motor of the electric vehicle. The charger connector
sensor circuit may be coupled with the control circuit 901 and
the control circuit may control power distribution from the
batteries and to the power output connector. In another
embodiment, a charger connector sensor input 860 provides a
signal to the control system computing device 900 of the
status of a battery charger plug being coupled with a charging
port. In this embodiment, the control system computing
device may control a switch to disable power to a drive motor.
Likewise, a charger power sensor 870 may be coupled with
the charger input 866 to determine ifa charger plug is coupled
with a charging port. A charger power sensor, such as a
circuit, may measure electrical resistance, voltage or current
across the charger inputs, or charger plug terminal, to deter-
mine if the battery charger plug is coupled with the charging
port. A charger power sensor may provide a signal to the
control system computing device 900 or result in an open
circuit that disables power deliver to the drive motor, when a
charger plug is coupled with a charging port. A charger power
sensor 870, such a charger power sensor circuit, may be
configured within the control enclosure 820 or proximal to a
charger port.

A key-switch input 842 provides input of the status of a
key-switch to the control system computing device 900 or
control circuit 901. As described herein, when the computing
device receives a key-switch signal that the electric vehicle is
to turn on, the control system computing device 900 may
initiate charging of a pre-charge resistor through the pre-
charge output 812 and subsequently enable power to the
electric motor or other propelling device through the output
power connector 850. The key-switch output 852 provides
power to the electronics of an electric vehicle, such as the
lights, radio, sensors, etc, but not necessarily the electric
motor or other propulsion system of the electric vehicle. A
modbus input 814 enables connection with an external com-
puting device, such as a computer or laptop, to provide system
data to the computer including battery pack or individual
battery voltage, state of charge, or temperature, for example,
A sense board input 823 may be used to receive information
from one or more battery unit monitoring modules. Any suit-
able data transmission cable from a battery pack or a first
battery unit monitor module(s) may be coupled with the sense
board input. As described herein a battery management sys-
tem’s computing device 52 may send a data request through
the a data transmission cable coupled with the sense board
input 823. As described herein, information from a battery
unit monitoring module may be received wirelessly and a
wireless signal transmitter and receiver may be configured
within the integrated battery control system. The meter output
816 is configured to connect with a meter to display a power
attribute of the battery pack, such as pack voltage, state-of-
charge, temperature or estimated life. The meter 973 is show-
ing a display 971 of 85% full, or 85% of a full charge of the
battery pack. A meter signal 977 is provided through the
coupling of the meter with the meter interface 816. A power
attribute of a battery pack may be converted into fuel level
output including full, and empty, for example. Also shown in
FIG. 23, is an over voltage output 810 that turns off a con-
nected battery charger once the battery pack is fully charged
as indicated through the battery voltage.

The battery power input 840 is configured to couple with a
battery pack and the electrical power received from the bat-
teries is regulated by the power control system 801. In one
embodiment, a power control system comprises a control
system computing device 900 that manages delivery of power
to the electric vehicle to ensure proper and safe operation and
may operate one or more switches, such as the power output
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switch 805. As shown, the control system computing device
900 is coupled with, and controls a power output switch 805
that is configured between the batter power input 840 and the
power output connector 850. Any number of switches may be
controlled by the control system computing device to prop-
erly manage operation of the vehicle.

An integrated battery control system 800 also comprises a
battery management system 16, or part thereof. A battery
management system comprises a computing device 52 to
monitor the voltage level of the batteries within the battery
pack. A single computing device or two separate computing
devices may be used for the power control system and the
battery management system. The battery management sys-
tem 16 comprises a computing device 52 and in one embodi-
ment, a single computing device is utilized for both the bat-
tery management system and the power control system. As
shown in FIG. 23, an integrated battery management system
greatly simplifies installation and operation of a battery pack
and charger system for the purposes of operating an electric
vehicle.

As shown in FIG. 24, an exemplary power control system
801 comprises components including a shunt 890 and control
electronics 896. A shunt 1200 may be configured to measure
the state of charge of a battery pack as the electrical power is
drawn from the battery pack and supplied to a battery pow-
ered device, such as a vehicle. A portion of the control circuit
901 is shown.

FIG. 25 shows a black and white photograph of exemplary
integrated battery control system 800 including a control
enclosure and a control board 891 having a microprocessor
892. A microprocessor is one example of a computing device
900. A portion of the control enclosure is detached from the
electronic portion of the integrated battery control system.

FIG. 26 shows an exemplary schematic of an integrated
battery control system for a golf cart. The major electronic
components are a battery charger 1420, the, the battery pack
12, the motor speed controller 1560 and a voltage converter
933. The integrated battery control system controls other
components of the system. The integrated battery control
system keeps track of the current flow in and out of the battery
unit 12 for purposes of calculating the state of charge. The
integrated battery control system will turn off the charger
1420 when the battery reaches a set over voltage threshold.
Similarly, the integrated battery control system will turn off
the motor via the motor speed controller 1560 when the
battery state of charge goes below a pre-determined level. The
key-switch 853 is open in this embodiment. The control cir-
cuit 901 includes a key-switch 853 that is open or closed
depending when the electric vehicle is turned on, such as by
turning of an actual key in a key receiver.

FIG. 27 a schematic of the internal logic of the integrated
battery control system. The key-switch 853 signals the unit to
turn on. This creates a 10 second pulse which supplies power
to the pre-charge resistor 1600 and turns on the internal power
supply until the control system computing device 900 boots
up. As long as there is not an under voltage condition, the
key-switch output will activate. If the golf cart is not coupled
with a charger that would open an interlock sensor switch and
the under voltage signal (UV) threshold is exceeded, the
battery+output will become active and supply power to the
loads connected to the integrated battery control system, such
as a motor in an electric vehicle. Since the integrated battery
control system contains a control system computing device
900, it senses the current supplied by a charger or a load to
compute the state of charge. It also gathers data from the sense
boards about voltage and in some cases temperature of the
individual battery units. Should there be an out of range
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condition for either the voltage or temperature, power will be
removed from the load or the charger will be disabled.

FIG. 28 is a schematic of the charger power sensor circuit
872. When mains voltage (120 or 240V AC) is applied to the
input terminals 866' and 866 a current will flow through the
resistor to either the LED in optocoupler 2100 during the
positive half cycle or the diode during the negative half cycle.
In the presence of light from the LED) in the optocoupler,
which results from the AC being present, the output transistor
in the optocoupler 2100 will turn on, discharging capacitor
939. The repeating cycles of the output transistor turning on
will keep the capacitor discharged. When the mains are
removed, the capacitor will no longer be discharged and the
voltage across it will increase. A Schmitt trigger inverter 939
will sense this voltage and at about 6V will turn on since it is
powered by a 12V power supply. The resulting low going
signal can be used to activate the power supplies of the inte-
grated battery control system. This signal is called ~AC
Good. Since the microprocessor needs to also sense the pres-
ence of this signal, it is divided down to a level appropriate for
the microprocessor, i.e. 3.3V, and cleaned up by a Schmitt
trigger powered from the microprocessor power supply. As
described herein, an AC power sensor may comprise a circuit
that can sense when an AC power supply connection is made,
with the integrated battery control system.

FIG. 29 shows an electric vehicle 860 having an integrated
battery control system 800 contained within a control enclo-
sure 820 and configured within the electric vehicle 360. An
electric vehicle, as used herein, includes any vehicle or appa-
ratus configured to move and be powered to move by an
onboard battery pack. An electric vehicle, as used herein,
includes vehicles, such as the golf cart 361 shown in FIG. 29,
electric cars, or hybrid electric vehicles, powered carts, scoot-
ers, motorcycles, three-wheeled passenger vehicles, and the
like. An electric vehicle may be configured to move people,
packages, or carry other electronic devices, such as cameras,
in the case of drones, for example. The integrated battery
control system is configured within the golf cart and is
coupled with a charging port 350, a battery pack 12 and a
key-switch 850. A key-switch input 842 provides a signal to
the control system computing device that a key-switch has
been activated. Likewise, a charger connector sensor input
860 is coupled with the charger connector sensor 356 that is
configured with the charging port 350. When the charger plug
352 is inserted into the charger port 350, the charger connec-
tor sensor 356 is activated and in one embodiment opens a
switch. Power may be interrupted to the electric motor 819
when the charger connector sensor switch is open. The inte-
grated battery control system is coupled with the power sup-
ply, or battery pack 12, and the electric motor 819 configured
to propel the golf cart. Any suitable electrical powered pro-
pulsion device may be used to propel the electric vehicle in at
least one direction of motion and the term electric motor is
used herein for convenience. The power plug 352 is couple
with a charger cord that is terminated with a plug 1490 that is
coupled with a wall outlet 1400.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications, combinations and variations can be made in
the present invention without departing from the spirit or
scope of the invention. Specific embodiments, features and
elements described herein may be modified, and/or combined
in any suitable manner. Thus, it is intended that the present
invention cover the modifications, combinations and varia-
tions of this invention provided they come within the scope of
the appended claims and their equivalents.
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What is claimed is:

1. An integrated battery control system comprising:

a. a battery management system comprising:

i. a computing device configured in a control enclosure
and comprising:

an output data request port; and

an input data port;

wherein the computing device receives battery data from

a battery unit monitoring module including the state

of charge of two or more batteries in a battery pack;

and

b. the control enclosure comprising:

i. a power control system comprising:

a control circuit;

a battery power input configured to provide a battery
power supply to the integrated battery management
system,

a battery charger input;

an output power connector,

a power output switch;

a key-switch input;

a shunt;

c. an interlock sensor configured to detect when a battery
charger is connected to the integrated battery control
system,

whereby when said interlock sensor detects a battery
charger connection, the power output switch opens,
thereby preventing power supply to a drive motor of an
electric vehicle through the output power connector;
whereby when a key-switch is detected through the key-

switch input and when data received from the battery

management system indicates that a battery unit is
below a threshold value, the integrated battery control
system disables the battery power supply to a drive
motor and to a pre-charge resistor;

whereby when a key-switch is detected through the key-
switch interface and when data received from the
battery management system indicates that all of said
battery units are above a threshold value, the inte-
grated battery control system enables the battery
power supply to a pre-charge resistor for a pre-charge
time and then enables power supply to a drive motor;
and

whereby the battery power input is connected with a
shunt to measure a power level provided from the
battery pack coupled with the battery power input.

2. The integrated battery control system of claim 1,
wherein the power control system comprises a control system
computing device.

3. The integrated battery control system of claim 1,
wherein the control system computing device controls the
opening and closing of the power output switch to regulate
power as a function of the battery pack’s voltage level or the
battery charger connection status with the integrated battery
control system.

4. The integrated battery control system of claim 1,
wherein the interlock sensor is an charger power sensor.

5. The integrated battery control system of claim 4,
wherein the charger power sensor is a charger power sensor
circuit.

6. The integrated battery control system of claim 1,
wherein the interlock sensor is a charger connector sensor.

7. The integrated battery control system of claim 6,
wherein the charger connector sensor comprises a switch that
is physically activated when a charger plug is inserted into a
charging port.
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8. The integrated battery control system of claim 1, com-
prising a meter interface that provides a state-of-charge signal
to a meter display.

9. The integrated battery control system of claim 1,
wherein the pre-charge time is 5 seconds or more.

10. The integrated battery control system of claim 1, where
in the battery management system further comprises:

i. a first battery unit monitoring module coupled with a first

battery unit and comprising:

an input data request port connected to the output data
request port of the computing device; and

an output data request port;

an output data port connected to the input data port of the
computing device;

. a second battery unit monitoring module coupled with a
second battery unit and comprising:

a single input data request port connected only to the
output data request port of the first battery unit moni-
toring module, therein defining a module connection
between said first battery unit monitoring module and
said second battery unit monitoring module; and

an output data port connected to the input data port of the
computing device

wherein the first battery unit monitoring is a master to said

second battery unit monitoring module and the second
battery unit monitoring module is a slave to the first
battery unit monitoring module;

wherein the first battery unit monitoring module responds

to a data request signal from the output data request port
of the computing device by transmitting data of the first
battery unit to the input data port of the computing
device and subsequently transmits a data request to the
second battery unit monitoring module through said
module connection; and

wherein the second battery unit monitoring module

responds to the data request from the output data request
port the first battery unit monitoring module by trans-
mitting data of the second battery unit to the input data
port of the computing device;

wherein the computing device receives data from the first

and second battery unit monitoring modules sequen-
tially after sending a single data request signal to only
the first battery unit monitoring module; and

wherein the computing device receives data from the sec-

ond battery unit monitoring module automatically after
receiving data from the first battery unit monitoring
module.

11. The integrated battery control system of claim 10,
comprising a low voltage disconnect algorithm, wherein a
power supply from the battery pack is disconnected when the
data of at least one of the first or second battery units is
received by the computing device and includes a voltage that
is below a low voltage threshold value.

12. The integrated battery control system of claim 10,
wherein the battery monitoring module comprises an analog-
to-digital converter that measures a voltage of the first battery
unit.

13. The battery management system of claim 10, wherein
the first battery unit monitoring module comprises a tempera-
ture monitoring device that measures a temperature of the first
battery unit.

14. The battery management system of claim 10, wherein
the data of the first battery unit is a voltage and a temperature
of the first battery unit.

15. The battery management system of claim 14, wherein
the data of the second battery unit is a voltage and a tempera-
ture of the second battery unit.
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16. The integrated battery control system of claim 10,
wherein the computing device transmits a second data request
to the battery monitoring module coupled to the first lithium
battery, after said computing device has not received a data
input through the battery data input for a predetermined
period of time.

17. The battery management system of claim 10, wherein
the computing device further comprises an analog-to-digital
converter that measures a voltage across the first and second
battery units.

18. The battery management system of claim 10, wherein
the computing device further comprises an analog-to-digital
converter that measures a current flowing in the first and
second battery units.

19. The integrated battery control system of claim 10,
wherein the computing device is configured to shut off a
battery charge when the computing device detects a high
voltage condition across the first and second battery units.

20. The integrated battery control system of claim 1,
wherein the battery management system further comprises:

a wireless computer signal transmitter coupled with the

output data request port; and

a wireless computer signal receiver coupled with the input

data port;

a first battery unit monitoring module coupled with a first

battery unit and comprising:

an input data request port coupled with a first module
wireless signal receiver that is connected wirelessly to
the wireless computer signal transmitter of the output
data request port of the computing device;

an output data port coupled with a first wireless module
signal transmitter connected wirelessly to the wireless
computer signal receiver of the input data port of the
computing device;
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wherein computing device sends a data request to the out-
put data request port that is converted into a wireless
signal by the wireless computer signal transmitter;

wherein said data request is received by the first wireless
module signal receiver and provided to the input data
request port;

wherein the first battery unit monitoring module responds
to a data request signal from the output data request port
of the computing device by transmitting data of the first
battery unit wirelessly through the first wireless module
signal transmitter to the input data port of the computing
device;

a second battery unit monitoring module coupled with a
second battery unit and comprising:

a second input data request port coupled with a second
module wireless signal receiver that is connected
wirelessly to the wireless computer signal transmitter
of the output data request port of the computing
device;

a second output data port coupled with a second wireless
module signal transmitter connected wirelessly to the
wireless computer signal receiver of the input data
port of the computing device;

wherein computing device sends a data request to the out-
put data request port that is converted into a wireless
signal by the wireless computer signal transmitter;

wherein said data request is received by the second wire-
less module signal receiver and provided to the second
input data request port;

wherein the second battery unit monitoring module
responds to a data request signal from the output data
request port of the computing device by transmitting
data of the second battery unit wirelessly through the
second wireless module signal transmitter to the input
data port of the computing device.
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